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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following Listing of Claims replaces all previous versions and listings 
of Claims in the Application: 


Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (Currently amended); A method for brokering network services bj£_a 
network broker comprising: 

rWpxminin ft from a virtual network operator a first set of network services 

to be provided thereby: 

negotiating from a network company providing a second set of network 
services on a network operated thereby usage of the network aotworko and & 
perform the first set of network services , where at least a subset of the first set of 
network services is not included in the second set of network services: and frem-B 
network company by a network brok e r; 

providing to the virtual network operator usage of the network for 
performing a first set of notworko and network services to a virtual network 
operator by th o network brok e r . 

Claim 2 (Currently amended): The method for brokering network services of 
claim 1, wh e r e in where the negotiating step includes the step of negotiating 
network broker nogotiatoo with a plurality of network companies for usage of a 
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corresponding network and the network u sage step indues the step of providing 
to the virtual network operator usage o f the network of one of the plurality of 
network companies . 

Claim 3 (Currently amended): The method for brokering network services of 
claim 1, whweia where the first set det e nnining step includes the step of 
deterniining from n et work broker providoo t o a plurality of virtual network 
operators a corresponding first set of network ser vices and the network usage 
providing step includes the step of prov iding to each of the plurality of virtual 
network operators usage of the network t o perform the corresponding first set of 
network services . 

Claim 4 (Currently amended): The method for brokering network services of 
claim 3, whorcin where the aotworlc broker negotiat e s usage negotiating step 
includes the step of negotiat in g with the n etwork company the network usage 
based upon a combined total usage of the plurality of virtual network operators. 

Claim 5 (Currently amended): The method for brokering network services of 
claim 2 s - whoroin tho network brokor switch e s farther including; the step of 
switching between difforont network compani e s' networks of the plurality of 
network companies based on pricing, rates, availability, or quality. 
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Claim 6 (Currently amended): The method for brokering network services of 
claim 5, wherein the switching step includes t he step of switching between die 
networks ftf each of the plurality of network companies is so as to be transparent 
to the virtual network operator. 

Claim 7 (Currently amended): The method for brokering network services of 
claim 1, whorein farther includi ng the step of providing as the network compriooo 
a telephone, wireless, cable, communication, satellite, or computer network or a 
combination of these networks. 

Claim 8 (Currently amended): A method for brokering network services by_a 
network broker comprising: 

riRtprmming from each of a p lurality of virtual network operators a 
corresponding first set of network se rvices to be provided thereby; 

negotiating from each of a plurality o f netwoik companies providing a 
correspondi n g second set of network services on a corresp onding network 
operated thereby usage of networks the correspon ding network aad to perform the 


first set of network service s, wW at least a subset of the first set of network 
services is not included in the second set of network services from a plurality -a f 
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providing to each of the plurality of virtual network operators usage of the 
the corresponding network and for performinp the first set of network 
services to a plurality of virtual network operators by tho network brok e r ; and 

switching between the correspondin g ; networks of the plurality of networ k 
rnm panies responsive to predetermined switc h ing criteria *ctworko and network 
sorviooo of different network companies by tho network brok e r . 

Claim 9 (Currently amended): The method for brokering network services of 
claim 8, wherein the notwork broker negotiates usage negotiating step includes the 
c t» P nf ne gotiating with each of the p lurality of network companies usage of the 
res ponding network based upon a combined total usage of the plurality of 
virtual network operators. 

Claim 10 (Currently amended): The method for brokering network services of 
claim 8, wherein tho network broker owitchoo botwoon diff o ront network 
companioG' n e tworks baood on where the switching step includes the step of 
establishing pricing, rates, availability, or quality as the switching criteria. 

Claim 11 (Currently amended): The method for brokering network services of 
claim 8, wherein where the switching step includes the step of switching between 
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the corresponding networks is so as to be transparent to each of the plurality of 
virtual network operators. 


Claim 12 (Currently amended): The method for brokering network services of 
claim 8, wteem fiirther including the step of providing as the network comprises 
a telephone, wireless, cable, communication, satellite, or computer network or a 
combination of these networks. 

Claim 13 (Currently amended): A method for improving network services 

comprising the steps of : 

pmvidmp; * network broker, and 

brokering via th« network broker usage hv a virtual network operator of a 
network &em operated bv a network company for providing a plurality of netwo rk, 
services, the plurality of network services pr ovided bv the virtual network operator 
jnchjdmg network services pot provided bv the network comp any, a-wteai 
a ctwork operator by a network brok e r . 

Claim 14 (Currently amended): The method of claim 13, wherein where the 
network brokering ste p includes th e step of brokering broker brok -e re usage 
from a plurality of network companies. 
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Claim 15 (Currently amended): The method of claim 13, wheroin where the 
network usage brokering step includes the step of brokering broker brokoro usage 
for a plurality of virtual network operators. 

Claim 16 (Currently amended): The method of claim 15, where** where the 
network usage brokering step includes the ste p of n ego tiating via the network 
broker negotiates usage based upon a combined total usage of the plurality of 
virtual network operators. 

Claim 17 (Currently amended): The method of claim 14,- whoroin including fte 
^ switching betw^n networks of th* plurality of network companies at the 
network broker switches botwoon notworko of different network companies based 
on pricing, rates, availability, service, or quality. 

Claim 18 (Currently amended): The method of claim 17, wher ei n where the 
switching step includes the step of switching between networks so_ as to be 
transparent to the virtual network operator. 
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Claim 19 (Currently amended): The method of claim 17, wherein the switching 
step includes the step of switching resp onsive to a predetermined switching is 
performed according to a schedule or when predetermined switching criteria are 
met. 

Claim 20 (Currently amended): The method of claim 13, whoroin th e furt her 
including the step of providing as the network ©emprises a telephone, wireless, 
cable, communication, satellite, or computer network or a combination of these 
networks. 
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